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Flu spreads rapidly
and widely

6 Month
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A 6 monthly booster
vaccination gives

much higher
antibody levels

Flu can be fatal if
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We are responsible
for protecting
other horses

A 6 monthly booster
helps reduce the
spread of flu

Sweet like chocolate!

Like managing type 2 dia-
betes in people, when we
are managing our horses’
weight and laminitis risk we
need to consider both calo- !
ries and carbohydrate (sugar and starch) levels.

Photosynthesis uses energy from sunlight to convert
carbon dioxide to sugars and oxygen. The plant uses
these sugars for growth so during the night sugar levels
drop as the plant uses up the sugar for growth.

Factors that increase carbohydrate in pasture:

° increased photosynthesis on bright sunny days
leads to sugar accumulation throughout the day.

° Cold night-time temperatures—growth stops at
temperatures below 5C so the sugars aren’t
used up and accumulate. Sunny days and cold
nights are the formula for particularly high sugar
in grass.

° Stressed pasture : overgrazed or inadequate
water or nutrients for plant growth

° Short grass or recently cut pasture as sugar is
stored at the base of the plant.

° Seed heads present containing starch.

Increased growth and longer grass have lower carbo-
hydrate levels but this increases the amount of grass
available so we find ourselves between a rock and hard
place!

We can use strip grazing with a back fence, grazing
muzzles to reduce bite depth and time turn out to when
sugar levels are lowest -11pm to 6am!!

The future of laminitis prevention

We are really excited to have been in discussion
recently with Anfitest who are developing a
handheld device and app for owners to regularly
test sugar levels in grass and forage. The app will
use data from pasture sugar levels, weather,
body condition and insulin test results to give lam-
initis risk advice specific to your fields. This could
be a game changing tool in the prevention of lam-
initis.

Please help the development of this vital tool
by filling in the following survey:

https://bit.ly/4sUcCcF




The Secret of Suck-cess!

It's that time of year when the equine team
are busy with foals being born and with
breeding services for brood mares to make
next year’s batch of foals. f

As most breeders are well aware, getting a

foal up and sucking the mare’s colostrum (containing anti-
bodies for the foals immune system) as soon as possible
after birth is key to a healthy foal.

Some foals (often called dummy foals) are born in a semi-
conscious state and without the normal suck and search
reflexes to help them to drink soon after birth. Recent
thinking is that these foals may not have adequately wok-
en from the unconscious state in the womb. A technique
of using a rope to squeeze the foal’s body can help simu-
late the birth process and in some cases help stimulate
the suck reflex. A simple and remarkable technique that
can change some foals almost instantly.

Blood test taken at 24-48 hours can indicate the foal’s
antibody levels and indicate if additional anitibodies might
be considered via the use of intravenous hyperimmune
plasma transfusion.

Next Dental Clinic: Wed 18th June

Dental clinics are held monthly at the surgery, usu-
ally with Euan who holds a certificate in Advanced
Practice focussed on equine dentistry. The dental
clinic allows us to work more efficiently and so we
are able to pass on that saving to you with reduced
price routine dentistry.

Dental clinic routine dental inc. sedation £78
inc. VAT

Dental clinic dental plus diastema flush and se-
dation £100 inc. VAT

Terms and conditions: Payment must be made at the
time of treatment. Please arrive at your allocated time
and collect your horse promptly after treatment.

Scott Mitchell Veterinary Care Ltd.
Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3SG 01434 608999

29 High Street, Tow Law, DL13 4DH 01388 731911 -
RCYS
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