
Equine News: April 2021 

Dental Clinic Wed 28th April 
 
We hold routine dental clin-

ics on the last Wednesday 

of the month at the sur-

gery. The dental clinic al-

lows us to work more effi-

ciently and so we are able 

to pass on that saving to 

you with reduced price routine dentistry (a saving of 

£25.49 on the usual price of a routine dental). 

Dental clinic routine dental including sedation 

£70 inc VAT 

Dental clinic routine dental and diastema flush 

£95 inc VAT 

Laminitis alert 
 
We think this new infographic is a lovely reminder of 
how to mange laminitis risks especially as the fields 
are suddenly looking so green.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consult us if you would like help with a weight 
loss program for your horse.  

Research on equine management systems 

Recently published research ques-
tioned horse owners using alterna-
tive management systems such as 
Track systems, Equicentral, wood-
land, moorland and rewilding. Most 
owners adopted these system as a 
tool in weight management. 
“Respondents described feeling that 
their horses were both happier and 
healthier as a result of the new sys-
tem. Owners also benefitted from enjoyment as a re-
sult of the new ways of caring for their horses; for ex-
ample they spoke about enjoying watching the 
horse’s natural and social behaviour, and enjoying 
caring for the land and environment.” 
Whilst it undoubtedly requires significant investment, 
owners who create an all weather paddock or track 
system in our experience find it a rewarding invest-
ment and allow them to better control their horses ex-
ercise and forage intake. 

Winter 2020/21 virtual XLVets Equine client      
evenings overview 

The first session in October 2020 on “Sarcoids & 
wound healing - what you should know” with Derek  
Knottenbelt OBE was a great success with almost 
200 in attendance. 

Followed by over 130 horse owners joining Jessica 
Kidd's session on “Sports Horse Injuries” that took 
place in November. 

In 2021 we were joined by David Rendle to dis-
cuss “Understanding Equine Obesity and Lamini-
tis”, with a record breaking attendance of over 370. 

February saw Chris Pearce share his expertise along-
side Nicole du Toit on “Dentistry for Your Horse's 
Teeth: What you should know”. It 
was great to see over 200 join us 
for a webinar that kept viewers 
enthralled for over 2 hours. 

Finally, in March, internationally 
recognised expert Veronica Rob-
erts spoke about 
all things Headshaking: “What, 
why, who, diagnosis & manage-
ment” to 200 eager horse own-
ers. 

If you missed any, recordings are available on 
YouTube. 

Thank you to XLVets Equine, all speakers and to 

Boehringer Ingleheim, BOVA, MSD and Norbrook for 



Zone Visits April and May 

Zone 1 (NE44, NE46-47, NE49 & DH8) -   Mon 12th 

April,  Tues 4th May 

Zone 2 (NE19, NE45 & NE48) -   Wed 14th April, Mon 

10th May 

Zone 3 (NE1-7, NE12-15, NE18, NE20, NE22-30 & 

NE61) - Sally -Thurs 1st April, Thurs 6th May Liz/

Steph Mon 19th April, Mon 17th May 

Zone 4  (NE8-11, NE16-17, NE21, NE31-43) - Mon 

26th April, Mon 24th May 

Zone 5 (DH2-7, DH9 & DL13-16) - Tues 27th April, 

Tues 25th May 

Zone visits offer a reduced price visit of £20 for one 

owner and £10 for more than one owner at same 

yard for planned routine veterinary work.  

We are able to offer this service by mapping the most 

efficient route around the calls – therefore it is not 

possible to specify a time or vet for a zone visit. 

Respiratory health 

We have recently seen an increase in respiratory 
conditions in our patients. Allergic respiratory 
conditions are frequently worse at this time of 
year as horses have been progressively sensi-
tised over the winter by stable dust. Housing 
horses over the winter in barns can also allow the 
spread of viral respiratory disease. With the re-
cent reports of EHV-1 both in Europe and the UK 
we are all, rightly, on high alert for signs of respir-
atory disease.  

Try to manage your horse to optimise their respir-
atory health: 

• Turn out to pasture whenever possible 

• Improve air circulation in the stable  

• Feed from ground level 

• Use dust-free bedding and forage 

• Employ biosecurity measures to minimise 
the spread of infectious disease. 

Despite restrictions we are continuing to provide 
veterinary services in a COVID secure manner, as 
a reminder: 
 
• If you have an appointment, then please as-

sume it is going ahead unless we contact you 
to inform otherwise. 

• There’s no need to stock up with extra medica-
tion - supplies were maintained well through the  
last lockdown and we have no reason to expect 
any supply issues over the next weeks. 

 
We intend to continue providing the best service we 
can, as safely as we can. To do this, please remem-
ber to: 
• Maintain a distance of at least 2 metres from 

the vet 
• Wear a face covering if it is appropriate for you 

to do so. 
• Do not pick up any of the vets’ tools / equip-

ment 
• Inform reception when you book the visit if you 

have any Covid symptoms 
• Inform reception if you have any symptoms de-

velop in the 48 hours after a vet visit 
• If you are collecting medicines from the prac-

tice, wait in your car in the practice car park and 
ring the normal office phone number. Your 
medications will be brought out to you. 

Scott Mitchell Veterinary Care Ltd. 

Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3SG  01434 608999 

29 High Street, Tow Law, DL13 4DH  01388 731911 

www.vets1.com 

Congratulations Ellie 

Receptionist Ellie Scandle ran 27 

miles in 27 days in March in support 

of the 27% of students who report a 

mental health problem whilst at uni-

versity. If anyone would like to help 

support this cause: 

 https://givepenny.com/eleanorscandle_27_27 

 Petplan nominations 

Congratulations to vets Charlotte, Colin and Steph 

and support staff Kirsten and Ellie who all received 

nominations in the Petplan veterinary awards. 


